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Subwoofer Buying Guide Quick Reference Handout

Dive into the world of subwoofers with this quick handout. Discover key components, optimal placement,

cost factors, and more to make the most of your audio experience.
Scan the QR Code to read the full buying guide
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What Is a Subwoofer?

A subwoofer is a specialized loudspeaker designed to reproduce low-frequency sounds, adding depth,
dimension, and emotion to the audio.

Key Components of a Subwoofer

The essential components that make up a subwoofer, affecting its performance, price, and suitability are :
Driver : The driver converts electrical signals into sound waves and includes a cone, magnet, and voice coil.
Amplifier : The amplifier provides necessary power for the subwoofer, either integrated or separate.
Enclosure : The enclosure housing the driver and amplifier is critical for sound quality.

How to Use a Subwoofer

Setting up and using a subwoofer involves more than just connecting a few cables. Here's an expanded
step-by-step guide to help you get the most out of your subwoofer.

Connection : Connect the subwoofer to an audio receiver or amplifier using various cable options.

Positioning : Find the perfect spot! Place the subwoofer in the room for optimal sound distribution and
bass impact.

Calibration : Calibrate the subwoofer with existing audio systems, involving crossover frequency, volume,
gain, and phase control.

Performance: Test the subwoofer with various audio content, including dedicated test tracks and real-
world content.

Audio sounds best with a Subwoofer

Subwoofers enhance audio experiences across movies, music, and gaming.
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Movies and TV Shows : Elevate your home theater experience; highlighting the impact of subwoofers on
special effects, soundtracks, and dialogue in movies and TV shows.

Music : Subwoofers enhance various music genres, from low-frequency-dependent genres to acoustic and
live performances.

Gaming : Subwoofers immerse gamers in realistic environments and enhance gameplay with impactful
sound cues.

Single vs. Multiple Subwoofers
Determine the right number of subwoofers for your audio setup based on the following factors :

Room Size : Adapting to your space, explore how room dimensions influence the need for one or more
subwoofers.

Audio Preferences : Consider the demands of casual listeners and audiophiles when choosing the number
of subwoofers.

Budget : Explore how budget constraints influence subwoofer choices.

Calibration and Complexity : Addressing technical considerations and calibration challenges associated
with multiple subwoofers.

Benefits of Multiple Subwoofers : Using multiple subwoofers in a home theater or audio setup can
offer several benefits, including even bass distribution, increased sound pressure levels, reduced
distortion, enhanced immersion, flexibility in placement, and lower volume levels.

Are Subwoofers Expensive?

The cost of subwoofers can vary widely depending on several factors, including the brand, quality, size,
and features of the subwoofer. Here are some general guidelines to consider:

e Basic, entry-level subwoofers ranging from as low as $50 to $100 may be smaller and have less
power, but they can still enhance your audio experience, especially in a small room or with a basic
audio setup.

e Mid-Range Subwoofers with better build quality, larger drivers, and more power typically range
from $100 to $500.

e High-End Subwoofers with advanced features, high-quality components, and exceptional
performance can cost anywhere from $500 to several thousand dollars. These are often used in
high-end home theater systems or by audiophiles who demand the best possible sound quality.

e Custom and professional Subwoofers are used in large venues, clubs, or professional audio setups
can be quite expensive, with prices ranging from several thousand to tens of thousands of dollars.



