
 

Desktop PC Buying Guide Quick Reference Handout 

Purchasing a desktop PC can be overwhelming given the multitude of choices available in today's tech-
savvy market. This comprehensive guide breaks down the process to help you make an informed decision. 
 
Table of Contents: 

• Understanding Desktop PC Power 

• Windows vs Apple: Operating System Options 

• Types of desktop PCs 

• PC Connectivity 

• Essential Accessories for your Desktop PC 

• Should you build your own PC? 

Understanding Desktop PC Power: Discover how the CPU, GPU, and RAM impact a PC's performance. 
Tailor your choice to match your usage needs, whether it's gaming or office work. 

• Memory and Storage: Gain insight into the significance of RAM and the differences between HDDs 

and SSDs. Optimize your setup by combining the right storage options. 

• Monitor Essentials: Choose the perfect monitor based on resolution, refresh rate, and size for a 

superior visual experience. 

• Desktop PC vs Laptop: A Comparison: Delve into the pros and cons of desktop PCs and laptops. 

Decide whether you prioritize power or mobility. 

Windows vs Apple: Operating System Options: Explore the versatility of Windows and the user-friendly 
experience of macOS. Choose the OS that aligns with your needs. 
 
Types of Desktop PCs: Dive into categories such as everyday computing, all-in-one PCs, 
gaming/performance PCs, and mini PCs. Select the ideal PC type for your specific scenario. 
 
Getting Connected: Understand both wired and wireless connectivity options, including Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 
USB, Ethernet, and display ports. 
 
Essential Accessories: Discover the significance of accessories like keyboards, mice, printers, webcams, 
and microphones to enhance your desktop PC usage. 

• Monitor Essentials: Choose the right monitor based on resolution, refresh rate, and size, tailored 

to your intended usage, whether it's productivity or gaming. 

• Keyboard and Mouse: Opt for the right input devices that match your preferences, whether it's 

for gaming, creative work, or ergonomic comfort. 

• Printers, Webcam, Microphone, and Sound System: Explore the necessity of these peripherals 

and how they enhance your PC experience. 

Considering Building Your Own PC: If you're up for the challenge, learn about building a custom desktop 
PC from scratch using components available at Best Buy. 
 


